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Metro Council OKs deal, lets 
Dan Johnson stay on council 
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Sources: Hoover settled claim 


Speaker faced allegations 
of sexual harassment 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Kentucky House Speaker Jeff Hoover 
has reached a confidential settlement 
over sexual harassment allegations by a 
woman who works on his legislative 
staff, according to sources with direct 
knowledge of the matter who spoke 
with Courier Journal. 


Hoover, the leader of the powerful 
Republican majority in the House of 
Representatives, reached the agree- 
ment last week after receiving a de- 
mand letter from the woman’s lawyer 
over allegations that date to 2016, the 
sources said, speaking under the condi- 
tion they remain unnamed because they 
fear reprisal if identified. 

Courier Journal has not seen terms of 
the settlement, which was handled out- 
side of court, and Hoover declined to 
discuss the matter Wednesday. 

“No comment,” he said. 

The woman, whom Courier Journal is 


not identifying because 
she says she’s the victim 
of sexual harassment, 
said “I have no comment” 
when a reporter spoke to 
| her at her home. 

Jeff Hoover Hoover’s lawyer, Les- 
lie Vose of Lexington, did 
not respond to a request 


fi pF 


for comment. 

Thomas Clay, the Louisville lawyer 
sources say represents the woman who 
alleged harassment, declined to com- 
ment. 

Clay is known as an aggressive litiga- 


tor with a number of high-profile cases 
in recent years, including winning a 
$400,000 settlement in 2015 on behalf 
of three women who worked at the state 
Legislative Research Commission, 
which provides staff to legislators. The 
settlement was related to a sexual ha- 
rassment scandal involving Kentucky 
House Democrats. 

Vose represented the Legislative Re- 
search Commission in that case. 

The allegations of a sexual harass- 
ment settlement surfaced this week 


See HOOVER, Page 8A 


PENSION PLAN 


. a 


A 
i 


A 
qusTucKy 


I% 


—— 


Fi f a ” r aa" E 
~ P7 PEE w 
dar e. —- 


J 
hee oe 


More than 500 people gathered at the Fund Our Pensi 


Sy 


SPARKS PROTEST 


- 
F 


ons Rally in Frankfort, Ky., on Wednesday. MARTY PEARL/SPECIAL TO CJ 


7 


Hundreds voice their opposition at rally on steps of Capitol 


Darcy Costello 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. - Hundreds took 
to the Kentucky Capitol steps Wednes- 
day to voice outrage over the recently 
released pension plan and its potential 
impact on state employees. 

Gov. Matt Bevin has dubbed the plan 
“Keeping the Promise” and claimed it 
will honor past legal commitments to 
retirees. But the more than 500 people 
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Investigators say Uzbekistan native suspected in 
New York attack was radicalized in United States. 1B 


who gathered at the Fund Our Pensions 
Rally against the proposal say it would 
hurt the very people it’s supposed to 
support. 

“To propose that this problem 
should be solved on the backs of the 
families who have fulfilled their profes- 
sional and financial obligations is im- 
moral,” said Jacqueline Coleman of the 
New Kentucky Project. “And you know 
what else it is? Political suicide.” 

A major part of the proposal would 
shift public employees from traditional 


pension plans to 401(k)-like plans. It 
also cuts the benefits of current teach- 
ers and state workers in several ways, 
though Bevin insists it cuts no benefits 
that were promised in the past. 

Those who rallied Wednesday say 
that’s not true. 

“Bevin’s plan breaks the promise 
made to state employees, lowers their 
wages and devalues their public ser- 
vice,” said Kelly Smith, amember of the 


See RALLY, Page 8A 


Facing a drop in demand, Jeffboat says it will lay off 


Officer 
pushed for 
restarting 
Explorer 


Cop accused of hiding 
abuse wrote to chief 


Phillip M. Bailey 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Louisville police Chief Steve Con- 
rad suspended the Youth Explorer 
program last year over allegations of- 
ficers were sexually abusing partici- 
pants, but reversed himself about a 
week later at the urging of one of the 
officers now accused of covering up 
the abuse, Courier Journal has 
learned. 

Conrad ordered the 
program stopped in a 
Nov. 18, 2016, memo- 
randum obtained by 
Courier Journal, citing 
the Public Integrity 
Unit’s investigation Steve 
into former Officer Conrad 
Brandon Wood. 

“I believe this decision is in the 
best interest of both our department 
and the community we serve,” Con- 
rad said. 

Maj. Curtis Flaherty, named in a 
civil lawsuit by a former Scout who 
says Flaherty helped cover up the 
sexual abuse, sent a memo three 
days later asking the chief to lift the 
suspension. 

“I believe this suspension penal- 
izes the Explorers who have invested 
so much of their time in the pro- 
gram,” Flaherty wrote. 

Flaherty suggested that the pro- 
gram — meant for youth ages 14 


See EXPLORER, Page 8A 
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278 workers in the coming months. 2A 
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